Cloudy nodule on HRCT: a new clinico-radiologic entity of pulmonary adenocarcinoma.
We propose cloudy nodule (CN) on HRCT as a special type of pulmonary adenocarcinoma. CN was defined as a cloudy nodular shadow in the peripheral part of the lung with lower density than pulmonary vessels on HRCT. Radiologic images of nine CNs in eight cases were correlated with the pathological findings of the resected specimen. All CNs were clearly demarcated on HRCT. They were pathologically composed of well differentiated adenocarcinoma, mainly bronchioloalveolar type with little or no central scar. Plain films were negative in six of nine cases. CN on HRCT may indicate well-differentiated adenocarcinoma with good prognosis.